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into question. it had necessarily involved the assumption that
Genesis is the center and key to the Old Testament. But the
evidence has become much clearer that Old Testament thought
takes Exodus as its center and starting-point. The book of
Genesis is simply an attempt to “read back” such Exodus
themes as the mighty acts of God and the covenant into a sort
of pre-history of Israel. Clearly, the escape from Egypt was an
act of divine redemption, not primarily an act of creation.
Thus the Exodus and the Christ-event, the two poles of bibli
cal theology, were both acts of redemption. The theme of
creation is secondary, derived from the ideas of redemption
and of the covenant. The creation-redemption polarity can
probably only be made central to Christian theology by sacri
ficing the biblical emphasis on the covenant.
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T. Vail Palmer, Jr., Associate Professor of Philosophy and
Religion at Rio Grande College, previously taught at Kentucky
\Vesleyan College. He was educated at the University of Penn
sylvania and Oberlin College, and earned his doctorate in
liristian social ethics at the University of Chicago. He has
worked on the staffs of the Central Committee for Conscien
tious Objectors and the American Friends Service Committee,
is a recorded minister of Philadelphia Monthly Meeting, and
is the treasurer of the Quaker Theological Discussion Group.
“Deeds and Rules in Quaker Ethics” was read and discussed at
the July, 1971, conference of the QTDG at Powell House.
Hugh S. Barbour is Professor of Religion at Earlham College
and a member of the Earlham School of Religion faculty. We
look forward to publishing a revised version of the address he
gave at Illinois Yearly Meeting, 1971, “The Root of Radical
Pacifism,” in our next issue.
T. C’znby Jones, Professor of Religion at Wilmington College,
is a former editor of this journal and now chairman of the
Quaker Theological Discussion Group. He has been on leave
this autumn, visiting Friends and leading retreats in Japan,
Korea and Taiwan, under the sponsorship of the Japan Com
mittee of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting and of the Friends
World Committee for Consultation.
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Paul E. Pfvetze, Professor Emeritus of Religion at Vassar Col
lege, is a member of the Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Friends Meeting
and a recorded minister of the Society of Friends. He studied
at Kansas State University, at the Pacific School of Religion,
and at Yale. in 1928 he was a Rhodes Scholar and in 1965-66
he spent a year of study and travel in Asia as a Fulbright
Scholar. He is the author of two books, The Social Self and
Self, Society, and Existence, and in addition to numerous
articles and reviews published in learned journals was a con
tributor to The Philosophy of Martin Buber and to Philo
sophical Interrogations.

